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COMMISSION ON EDUCATIONAL 
AND CULTURAL FILMS 


Peat Ot PROGRESS “FOR “THE YEAR 1929-30 
PRESENTED TO THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT 
BURLINGTON HOUSE, W.1, ON NOVEMBER 28tTu, 1930. 


The Commission on Educational and Cultural Films appointed 
by the Conference of Associations at their meeting held at Burlington 
House on November 27th, 1929, desire to present their report of 
progress made during the first year of their work. 


I.—PRELIMINARY WORK. 
lem PUBEICITY. 


The first action of the Commission in December, 1929, was to 
prepare a statement showing their origin, terms of reference, and 
personnel, together with the distribution of the work among the 
various Committees. This, accompanied by an Appeal for subscrip- 
tions was circulated as Paper No. 1 to Local Education Authorities, 
educational associations and to the Press. 


2. MEMBERSHIP OF THE COMMISSION. 


During the year the Commission have been strengthened by 
the co-option of additional members. The membership now numbers 
thirty-five, and applications still await consideration. A list of 
members is attached to this report. 


3. PROGRESS OF APPEAL. 


A sympathetic response was received from various associations 
and especially from the Carnegie Trustees, who in June last made 
a grant of £750 per annum for two years, on condition that an 
endeavour was made to obtain subscriptions to at least an equal 
amount from other bodies. 


4, DEPUTATION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. - 


_' In June a deputation from the Commission was received 
by Sir.Charles Trevelyan, President of the Board of Education, who 
expressed his full sympathy with the aims of the Commission. The 
address of the deputation together with the President’s reply was 
published as Paper No. 2 and circulated together with a further appeal 
for funds to all supporting bodies, emphasis being laid on the 
conditions under which the grant of £750 per annum had been 
made by the Carnegie Trustees. The Commission take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking all subscribers—a list of whose names will be 
found in the financial statement. 


5. OFFICES, STAFF, ETC. 


The acquisition of funds enabled the Commission in June to 
rent offices at 15, Taviton Street, W.C.1, and to appoint as full-time 
Assistant Secretary, Mr. J. R. Orr, O.B.E., late Director of Educa- 
tion, Kenya Colony. Serious work was then rendered possible; 
but for obvious reasons the machinery only began to function 
fully after the summer holidays. 

The thanks of the Commission are due to the British Institute 
of Adult Education for the use of their offices, and to the Royal 
Anthropological Society for the use of their Council Room until 
the Commission were in a position to occupy their own premises. 


IT.—PROGRESS OF RESEARCH COMMITTEES. 
MEETINGS OF COMMISSION AND COMMITTEES. 


Nine meetings of the Commission have been held during the 
year under review. All meetings have been well attended. Each 
of the Research Committees meets monthly to deal with the subjects 
referred to it. These are set out in Paper No. 1. 


1. CommitTEE No. 1. (Adult Education). 
(a) The Exhibition of Mechanical Aids to Learning. 


This Committee co-operated with the British Institute of 
Adult Education in the promotion of the Exhibition of Mechanical 
Aids to Learning, held at the London School of Economics in 
September last. A special article on the aims and organisation of the 
Commission was published in the catalogue : members of the various 
Research Committees explained the field of work covered by their 
Committees; and Mr. Ronald Gow, of Altrincham County School, 
Cheshire, who has had long experience in the making of films for 
use in schools, gave a demonstration of the films he had constructed 
and of his method of using them. 
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(6) Lhe Cinema and Public Libraries. 


Librarians of Public Libraries report a close connection 
between the Cinema and the use of the public library. It is con- 
sidered that the presentation of a film version of a novel causes an 
_ increased demand for the book at the public libraries. About 
twenty librarians throughout Great Britain have been invited to 
collect statistics in order to ascertain how far the film can be used 
to stimulate the desire for reading. 


(c) Information Concerning Film Craft. 


In order to arouse public interest, the Commission at the 
request of an adult education centre, have invited experts of the 
film industry to give lectures on the technique of film craft, e.g., the 
making of a film, sound reproduction, composing a film, etc. 


(ad) The Cinema and Vocational Training. 


The Commission is in communication with industrial welfare 
societies with a view to ascertaining the use of the Cinema in voca- 
tional guidance and training. 


(e) Social Institutes. 


Applications have been received from Welfare Committees 
for assistance in providing entertainment more suitable for young 
people than that provided in the average cinema theatre. 


2. COMMITTEE No. 2. (Children and Adolescents). 


(a) Census of Schools Possessing Projectors. 


With the assistance of the Board of Education, the London 
County Council, and educational associations, a census has been taken 
of schools possessing projectors of any kind. Omitting private 
schools and preparatory schools, whose replies have not yet been 
received, the total number of schools possessing projectors of many 
different types and ages was returned at 268. 


(6) Report of British Association. 


| The Film Committee of the British Association completed 
in July last their report on the principles governing the use of 
projectors in schools. This report was adopted by the Education 
Section of the British Association at its meeting on September 
5th. It has been placed at the disposal of the Commission and will 
shortly be available for distribution. 
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(c) Projectors Suitable for Schools. 


With the assistance of the Federation of Benen Industries, >, , 
a list has been made of non-theatrical projectors. This list has © ‘~ 


been referred to a sub-committee, whose report will in due course 
provide the information for which schools so frequently ask. (Vide 
also report on Committee No. 3.) 


(2) Educational Films. 


. A list of 200 educational films selected from a large number 
shown at the Imperial Institute Cinema to school children has been 
compiled by the Secretary of the Imperial Institute and is available 
on application to the office of the Commission. Information has 
also been collected from producing firms concerning educational 
films now on the market. The Commission have invited the subject 
associations, e.g., the Geographical, Historical and Science Masters’ 
Associations to assist them in the examination of films. It will be 
possible later to publish a descriptive catalogue of films which might 
be suitable both in the classroom and elsewhere for children of 
varlous ages. 


(ec) Lvraiming im Cinematography. 


Enquiries are being made as to the possibility of providing 
for teachers short vacation courses in cinema technique including 
the handling of projectors and films. 


(f) Experimental Work 1n Schools. 


With a view to supplementing the existing evidence as to the , 
value of the film to education already obtained by previous in--*” 
vestigators, arrangements are being made with certain schools /_, _ 
for immediate experimental work on a small scale with the following = 


objects :— 

(i) The use of the film for definite class teaching. 

(i) The use of the film for larger school audiences. 

(iii) The technique to be employed by the teacher in both 

cases. 

It is hoped later to make a larger experiment in a County area, 
but this will involve expenditure and the services of a trained 
investigator. 


(g) Adaptation of School Buildings. 


In pursuance of their statement to the President of the 
Board of Education that very few schools have facilities ieither 
for the teaching film in the classroom or the film of more. general 


4 


interest in the hall, the Commission have invited Local Education. 
Authorities to consider in the plans of new schools or reconstructed 
buildings, the provision of electric wiring and such other structural. 
arrangements as may be required for the easy and safe projection 
of films. 


3. COMMITTEE No. 3. (Film Production and Technique: Dis- 
tribution and Circulation.) 


This Committee is endeavouring to establish closer relations 
between the film producing industry and the teaching profession. 
The subjects dealt with mclude the improvement of the non- 
inflammable film, the technical advantages and the cost of various 
projectors; information concerning the distribution of non-theatrical 
films and the possibility of introducing a larger proportion of cultural 
films into the programme of the public Cinema theatre. 


4. COMMITTEE No. 4. (Foreign Relations and Documentary 
Films.) 


The proposed International Convention for the Abolition of 
Customs Barriers against Educational films has received considera- 
tion. The views of the Commission will be submitted to the Foreign 
Office through the British National Committee of Intellectual 
Co-operation. The object of the Convention is to encourage between 
countries the interchange of approved educational films. 


The Report of the Colonial Films Committee has also received 
consideration and suggestions have been submitted to the Colonial 
Office for the inception of experimental work, in order to ascertain 
what kind of films are suitable for the education of the different 
races of the Empire. 


Relations have also been established with the International 
Institute of Educational Cinematography at Rome, with a view 
to mutual assistance in the improvement of educational and cultural 


films. 


5. COMMITTEE No. 5. (Science, Medicine and Public Health.) 


Enquiries have been directed to learned societies of all kinds 
concerning the present use of films for scientific purposes. Co-opera- 
tion has been effected with the British Social Hygiene Council 
which has achieved good results from the use of films on Hygiene 
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and Sanitation, both in Great Britain and the tropics. The Council 
have also invited the assistance of the Commission in respect of the 
proposed Imperial Film Library, should such materialise as recom- 
mended by the Colonial Development Public Health Committee. 
The Society for the Prevention and Curing of Cancer at Bucharest 
has submitted a scenario of a film dealing with this subject. The 
scenario has been referred to the British Medical Association and 
the Bradford Cancer Committee for report. 


III.—CO-OPERATION WITH OTHER BODIES. 


In their address to the President of the Board of Education 

the Commission stressed the importance of co-operation, of co-ordina- 

tion of effort, and of the collection of information as to what is 

_ being done in other countries. Sufficient has been said above to show 

that the Commission is in touch in Great Britain with the film industry 

through the Federation of British Industries, and on the other 

hand with Education Authorities and associations and with learned 

societies. Outside Great Britain, in addition to the International 

Institute of Educational Cinematography at Rome, co-operation is 
being developed through the following :— 


1. THE COLONIAL OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for the Colonies has urged Colonial 
Governments, as a recommendation of the Colonial Governors 
Conference, to instal projectors as part of the normal equipment 
of schools. He has asked the Commission to be prepared to advise 
him concerning suitable projectors and films. 


The first publication of the Commission (Paper No. 1) together 
with the catalogue of the Exhibition of Mechanical Aids to Learning 
has been forwarded to the Education departments of Colonies 
and Protectorates throughout the Empire. It is therefore not 
unlikely that the Commission will be brought closely into contact 
with Colonial Education. 


2. THE INDIA OFFICE. 


At the suggestion of the Commission who had received various 
inquiries from India, the Secretary of State has forwarded to the 
various provincial Governments information concerning the work 
of the Commission. It is anticipated that interesting information 
may be received concerning both educational and recreational use of 
films in the schools and towns of India. 
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3. THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION OF CANADA. | 
The Secretary of this Council has invited the co-operation 
of the Commission in the presentation of educational films in Canada. 


| It is therefore anticipated that information of considerable 
interest is likely to be obtained concerning the progress of educational 
and cultural films in many parts of the World. 


IV.—THE APPOINTMENT OF TRUSTEES. 


In view of the rapidly increasing work which remains to be 
done, the question of the constitution of the Commission as a Trust 
is under consideration. 


V.—CONCLUSION. 


The Commission desire to place on record their appreciation 
of the encouragement and help which they have received from 
supporting associations, and trust that their efforts during the 
past year will meet with approval. 


B.S. GOTT, Chairman. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE COMMISSION. 

Chairman: Str BENJAMIN Gott, late Director of Education, Middlesex. 

Vice-Chaiyman: Proressor J. L. Myres, Wykeham Professor of Ancient History 
in the University of Oxford; a General Secretary of the British Association 


for the Advance of Science. 


Hon. Treasurer: F. A. HOARE, Assistant Secretary of the Education Committee 
~—~of the National Union of Teachers. 


Jowumt Hon. Secretaries :— 
J. W. Brown, Secretary of the British Institute of Adult Education. 
A. C. CAMERON, Secretary for Education, City of Oxford. 


Assistant Secretary: J. R. Orr, late Director of Education, Kenya Colony. 


7 


Members :— 

A. R. AINSWORTH, Aecosnt Sete eacni Board of Education. 

V. A. BELL, Principal, Battersea Day Continuation School. 

A. G. CuurcH, M.P., General Secretary, Association of Scientific Workers. 

E. FOXEN Cooper, Technical Adviser (Cinematograph) to H.M. Government. 
H. WarreE Cornisu, Senior Assistant Secretary, Scottish Education Department. 


Dr. WINIFRED CULLIS, Professor of Physiology, University of London; President 
of the British Federation of University Women. 


E. SALTER DAVIES, Director of Education, Kent. 


G. D. DUNKERLEY, Secretary, Incorporated Association of Assistant Masters. in 
Secondary Schools. 


A. E. Evans, Hon. Secretary, Association of Teachers in Technical Institutions. 
St. JOHN ERVINE, Dramatic Critic of the “ Observer.” 


J. FATRGRIEVE, Lecturer in Geography, London Day Training College; ChAtiRn 
of Syllabuses and Examinations Committee of the Geographical Association. 


Miss E. M. Fox, Headmistress, County School for Girls, Beckenham; Vice-Chairman 
of the Cinema Sectional Committee of the National Council of Women. 


Lt.-GEN. SIR W. T. FursE, Director of the Imperial Institute. 


Str RICHARD GREGORY, Editor of “‘ Nature ’’; Chairman of the British Association 
Committee on Educational and Documentary Films. 


Miss G. E. Hapow, Principal, Society of Oxford Home Students. 


G. T. HANKIN, H.M. Inspector; Member of the Governing Body of the International 
Educational Cinematographic Institute of the League of Nations; Chairman, 
Filth Enquiry Committee, Historical Association. 


PROFESSOR A. E. HEATH, Professor of Philosophy, University College, Swansea. 


SIR FRANK HEeEatuH, Hon. Secretary, British National Committee of Intellectual 
Co-operation. 


Str Percy JAckson, Chairman of the West Riding Education Committee. 


M. NEvILLE KEarNney, Head of Film Industries Department of the Federation 
of British Industries; late of H.M. Commercial Diplomatic Service. 


Dr. C. W. Kimmins, Late Chief Inspector in the Education Department of the 
London County Council. 


R. S. LAMBERT, Editor of the ‘ Listener,’ B.B.C. 

Dr. E. E. Lowe, Director of the Museum and Art Gallery, Leicester. 

Lt.-CoL. J. M. MITCHELL, Secretary of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust. 

J. F. Roxpurcu, Headmaster, Stowe School, Buckingham. 
T. H. SzaRts, Head of the Extra-Mural Department, University College, Hull. 
R. V. VERNON, Assistant Secretary, Colonial Office. 

J. L. WHYTEHEAD, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

H. Bruce Woo re, Representing the Federation of British Industries. 

Dr. B. A. YEAXLEE, Principal, Westhill Training College, Selly Oak, Birmingham. 


Offices: 15, Taviton Street, Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


WATFORD PRINTERS LIMITED 
58 Vicarage Road, Watford, Herts. 


